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Kathryn Z. Johnston      Reading Revelation Without Fear Revelation 21:10, 21:22 – 22:5 
May 22, 2022 New Way of Life Psalm 67 
 
Psalm 67 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the 
nations upon earth.  
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him. 
 
Revelation 7:9-17 
And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will 
be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing 
unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is 
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the 
tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light 
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 
The stories of God for the people of God… thanks be to God. 
 
They are called “thin places.” The Celtic saints used this term to describe it when the Spiritual 
atmosphere of a location makes it easy to connect with God, almost as if there is no barrier 
between heaven and earth. It’s a place where the veil between this world and the eternal 
world feels thin. 
 
Have you been to a place like that? A place where you were so struck by God’s fantastic 
creation all around you that if you had bumped into some seraphim and a cherubim you 
wouldn’t have been surprised.  
 
I’ve been lucky in my lifetime to go to some beautiful places, but I had a true encounter with a 
thin place when I had the opportunity to go to Iona, Scotland. (show 5 pictures) 
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I only had an iPhone with me, there are plenty of pictures on the internet that can show off its 
beauty better than I am able to.  
 
When you go to Iona, you are encouraged to take a pilgrimage around the entire island. If you 
take it with a tour group it’s schedule to be about a 3 and a half hour adventure. If you just 
grab a map from the book store and head out with a small group of friends, it can take closer 
to 6 hours… although to be fair, that included a nap. 
 
On these pilgrimages you are reminded that the livestock have the right of way, that you are 
almost always on someone’s sheep farm, and if you see a bull – make sure you are on the 
other side of the fence. 
 
Here is an example of the free range the sheep have. 
 
On the pilgrimage there are wide open spaces and there are also fences. When you came to a 
spot where it was okay to cross over the fence, there was a wooden step on either side to help 
you get over.  
 
At one of these spots on the trail, we came up to a part of the fence that looked a little more 
suspect than the other fences had. When I looked down at the wooden block to step on, it 
was mushed down in the mud and more than a little bit broken. I looked to my left and the 
fence went a long way down. I looked to my right, and the fence went down until it 
disappeared in some bushes. I started to try to make my way over the fence.  
 
My friend was behind me cheering me on as I precariously tried to pick my way over barbed 
wire, when all of the sudden I realized she was in front of me, no longer behind me. “How did 
you get there?” 
 
“I went down to the right where the fence ends and went around it.”  
 
There are plenty of chapters in the Book of Revelation that read like barbed wire fence – 
sharp, built to give us hesitation, and in more than one instance – very hard to get over. But as 
we get to the conclusion it becomes clear that ultimately, John’s vision is not about keeping 
anybody out. His vision is about welcoming in… and wait until you see this place! 
 
It has the glory of God, and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal. It has a 
great, high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates are inscribe 
the names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites… the angel who talked to me had a measuring rod 
of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same 
as its width; and he measured the city with his rod, fifteen hundred miles its length and width 
and height are equal…. The wall is built of jasper, while the city is pure gold, clear as glass. The 
foundations of the wall of the city are adorned with every jewel (21:11-12, 15-16, 18-19a). 
 
The new Jerusalem is LIT! 
Or the guy who wrote about it is.  
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I did have that one seminary professor who reminded us of the psychedelic mushrooms found 
on the island of Patmos. 
 
Your mileage may vary on those kinds of over-the-top descriptions of what heaven might look 
like. Certainly for the oppressed people of his time, this vision of pearly gates and roads made 
of gold would inspire them to keep strong in their faith with the knowledge that a heaven 
beyond their comprehension awaits them.  
 
Here are a few of the less flashy things that stood out to me: 
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
 
When it comes to visions of the heavenly kingdom, John of Patmos continues to err on the 
side of universalism. He uses chapter after chapter of his book to warn of anything but the 
purest version of following Jesus, but then there is no temple. The temple is God. There is no 
ritual that one must adhere to, to enter the temple, because more importantly – there is no 
temple. There is no place with walls that lets some people in and keeps some people out. 
 
Another thing that struck me – although I guess in this case it is technically flashy: 
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its 
lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light… Its gates will be never be shut by day – and 
there will be no night there… the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb…. 
 
The holy city of Jerusalem has settled upon the earth. The eternal is established within the 
landscape of history. We read about precious stones and precise dimensions. Rivers, which 
have served throughout the biblical narrative as obstacles to be crossed, are no longer 
barriers. The tree of life that stood in the Genesis garden is found to be growing on both sides 
of the river that flows from the throne of God. No one is left out. There is access for everyone 
with nothing coming between them. Political realities are dissolved. 
 
In this city, there is no night, no darkness or shadow for hiding motivations or intentions. The 
revealing light of God illuminates every corner. There is no longer a place for pretense or 
deception. Food and water are abundant and varied – there is no need to fear scarcity, no 
ability to hold back from some while others take more than their fair share.  
 
John of Patmos writes: 
Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. 
 
It says YHWH right there on our foreheads… so there will be no forgetting that the person 
we’re looking at is a beloved child of God.  
 
The authority, inclusivity, and love of God are fully expressed in Revelation 21, where John is 
given a vision of a God whose compassion is for all people. God’s New Jerusalem is not 
marked by gates or fences, but it is one in which God is the dwelling place.  
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The vision of John in Revelation informs believers that God is not an exclusive parent. Instead 
God welcomes all nationalities, peoples, and ethnicities into the New Jerusalem. The Word of 
God in the Bible is simply about love. 
 
The Book of Revelation is not about earning a place in the new Jerusalem. It is about seeing 
the beauty of God’s creation in one another; accepting ourselves and loving one another. It is 
an encouragement to recognize that traveling to another land to experience God is not 
necessary. If we continue to reflect God’s light in this world and treat one another as if they 
and we are God’s own – then anywhere can become a thing place. 
 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us… 
 
 
In the name of the Creator and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


